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Lecture reveals rare ghmp se into the virtues of a French hero
BY TQDD ARMSTRONG  isfyhis own curiosity, Hoffman  gained passage to Americaand and become an apostle of liberty farewell tourwasstaggenng The I—Iefﬁnan has recewcdacdmm :
started reading the original Frenich joined in its struggle for indepen-  in Europe. Just as in America, he excitement histour created was forhxsbook, and histour hasbeen..
+ From 1824 to 182 5. the last account of the tour by Lafayettés . dence from Britishcolonial rule.  supported the rights of thecom-  like nothing ever seen, beforeor  well-attended. However, no mat-
surviving major general of the friend and private secretary, General Washington fook the mon man and was staunchl since, in this country Theaging  ter how successful Hoffman is, he -
American Continental Army Auguste Levasseur. - young French soldier under his against slavery. He remained close  Marquis of Lafayette drew three  understands he will never match -
toured all 24 American statesasan _ Despite net having stud- -wing; promoting him to therank  with President Washingtonand ~ million spectators in 13 months,  the popularity of his subject, the
official guest of Congress,Overa  ied Frenchsince high school, of major general. even named his child after the over one-quarter of the entire French hero of the American
quarter of the American popula-  Hoffman found he could read the  The French major general first American president, Almost  American population. Hoffman Revolution,and apostle of liberty
tion came out to honor the soldier  1,100-page manuscript without  proved himself invaluable dur- 50 years later, during a time of argues that Lafayettes isperhaps  forall mankind, the Marquis of
during his farewell tour induding ~ too much help from his French-  ingthe American Revolution. He  optimism and prosperity, Lafayette the most popular touringeventin'  Lafayette. ‘
residents in Dariet:. speaklng wife. He began translat-  not only persuaded the French was invited to return to America - Amnerican hlstory The lecture is open to the: pubhc
On March 7 at 3:30;the Darien  ing the pages on evenings and government to send additional to be saluted for his effortsona ' Lafayettés greatness Lies inthe  andwill beheldatthe societys - -
Historical Societywill hosta lec- ~ weekendsasa hobby. However,as  troopsand naval forces to support farewell tour. He brought hispri-  context of his interactions with Bates Scofield Museurn. Seating - -
tare by Alan Hoffman, translator his knowledge Lafayettes contri-  the American cause but also com-  vate secretary; Auguste Levasseur,  American politicians and the is limited, and reservations can be
of ‘Lafayette in America in 1824 butions to American historyand ~ manded his troops supe {Zz to assist him and documentthe ~ American public during thetour.  made by calling 655-9233 or by e-
and 1825”2 book that offersarare  hisstacks of handwrittennotes  battle. At Yorktown, Va, Lafayette  event for posterity. - Lafayette used his charisma and mailling info@darienhistorical.org,
glimpse into Amierica duringthe .~ §EW: Hoffman decided that he contained Lord Cornwallis British ~ Hoffmans book shows that compassion to guide Armericas Admission is free, but donations -
early 19th Centuryand extois the - had something worth publishing, ~ troops, despite being severely out-  Lafayettes popularity duringhis  social progress. will be gratefully accepted.
: vartues ofthe Frenchhero:;  Three years later, Hoffmans mas- numbered Inaddition, ,Lafayette ) : o
s:Hoffmandsdnaffable andi : 35 ublished,. . - SHEGE
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